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Au BROTHERS* COMPANION

Even in jail the Ali Brothers think of the spinning-wheeL A
telegram from them says that they and their companions in jail
have asked for some spinning-wheels to be supplied to them, so
that they could spend their free time in spinning! If all of us
were as conscientious as this, we should certainly get swaraj very
soon. It remains to be seen how the Government treats this
request.

ABOUT "ANTYAJAS"

We should now ask ourselves what we have been doing for the
Antyajas in Gujarat. Is every Congress Committee doing some-
thing in the matter? The Committee in Tadpatri has provided
work to Antyaja women on its own premises. People are free to mix
with them, and they with people. We can, in this and many other
ways, demonstrate that Antyaja men and women arc our own bro-
thers and sisters. Only, we need to be serious about the matter.
How many wells have we dug for them? How many new schools
have been opened for them? How do we ourselves treat them at
home? Do we give them left-overs to eat? This last question
should particularly engage the attention of women. Removal of
untouchability does not mean merely that we no longer take a
bath on coming into contact with an Antyaja, believing ourselves
polluted by such contact* We should, rather, think over the mean-
ing of this practice and rid ourselves completely of the terrible
contempt which lies behind it. Till we have done this, untoucha-
bility will persist. Its disappearance is bound to be felt by every
Antyaja man and woman.

OUTRAGE IN NAME OF RELIGION

Tomorrow is the last day of jfmwratri1. Last year the offi-
ciating priest in the temple of Bhadrakali was prevented by the
mahajans2 from sacrificing a goat to the Goddess, An understand-
ing was arrived at under which the latter agreed to pay him Rs. 600
every year, and the priest was to perform other ceremonies but
refrain from sacrificing a goat.

This year the priest says that he is not bound by the previous
your** agreement* It he says this, he is guilty of erne more sin,
that of breaking one's pledged word.

1 The first nine diys of the bright half of Asvina, which generally fall in
October

2 Associations of traders
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